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I. Incident
	It was on Saturday the fourteenth of November last year before cockcrow. I was still asleep when I heard a big explosion from the neighbor’s door. I quickly and quietly peeped through the window from the upper floor of our apartment. I saw all that was going on:
‘I will slit your throat today..! ’ my neighbor shouted to his wife while holding a machete.
‘I will not tolerate prostitution here! How can you leave a one year child to cry all through the night as you enjoy with those harlots of yours’ the husband shouted.
	The wife knelt and apologetically bowed toward the husband and said, ‘please. Kindly listen, I was…’ she was interrupted by a brow over his head that threw her into the ditch full of water. By this time, people had gathered around the fence peeping through it and ordering the man to stop the fight. The man could hear none of their pleas.  He proceeded into the house, came out with paraffin, and poured over her wife. The wife was motionless as the blow had hit her hard. No sooner had he lighten te match than the crowd had already broken into the compound and separated the fighting couple. The man was handcuffed and taken to a police station. I later learned that the wife had spent a night in the hospital as she had had a breathing complication at the workplace and was rushed to hospital where she had spent a night. However, the husband could not listen to her for an explanation. After a week of litigation, the wife opted to forgive the husband. The husband learned a lesson that he should always listen before acting. They are now living a happier married life. 
II. Analysis
	The conflict seems to pass through the stages of conflict ((Borisoff and Victor p.6). It started as a mere disagreement when the wife arrived from the hospital. The dispute escalated when the husband took a polarized position blaming her wife for her negligence. The anger on the husband leads to communication loss, and he could not listen to his wife. The husband threatened his wife and made his threat strategic by beating her. Were it not for the intervention of the crowd, and the conflict could have resulted in an abyss. Let’s analyze the character traits presented by the characters in the incident. 
	The husband can be described as dominating ((Borisoff and Victor p. 84). He gives no chance for the wife to defend and explain what had happened so that she could spend a night out of their house, bearing in mind that she was married and having a one-year-old child who depended on her to suckle. Even though there was enough ground for her behavior, the husband could not listen to her wife. The husband exploited the weak nature of the wife to beat and assault her wife.
	The husband can also be described as authoritative and commanding (Borisoff and Victor p. 85). Throughout the conflict, the woman assumed a subjective position and had little to say. However, the husband remained unsympathetic and oppressive to her. He used his physical wellbeing and his strength to command his wife.
III. [bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluation
The conflict in this scenario was destructive. It led to injury to the woman who almost lost his life. Both parties in the conflict had a chance to prevent the severity of the conflict. The wife could have called the husband before her arrival, explaining the predicaments that had befallen her. This would have reduced the man’s anger and possible, the conflict could not have occurred. Similarly, the man should have listened to her wife even before the fight began. He could have understood that the wife had done nothing wrong to warrant such an argument. 
The conflict can be categorized as associative interpretation conﬂicts (Borisoff and Victor p. 7). This is because the parties in conflict have a different interpretation of an event. The husband insists that the wife was being involved in prostitution. This elicited bitter feelings that made him inflict painful blows to his spouse. He even threatened to kill her.
On the other hand, the wife was aware that she was innocent and had done nothing wrong. Even though the conflict resulted in a painful experience, it marked a turning point for the family. Their life improved as both learned lessons that resulted in success (Borisoff and Victor p. 7).  
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